
Transfer Student Myths

1. Community College Students Don’t Want to Transfer

2. Community College Transfer Students Take Linear 2+2 Pathways

3. Transfer Students are Inadequately Prepared for University

4. Transfer Outcomes are Equitable

5. Transfer Students Don’t Lose Much Credit When They Transfer



Transfer Student Myth #1

Community College Students 
Don’t Want to TransferX



Vertical Transfer Gap
Gap between the percent of students who aspire to transfer and those 
who actually transfer

80%

25%
65%

Source:  CCRC (Based on national data)



Transfer Student Myth #2

Community College Transfer 
Students Take Linear 2+2 

Pathways to the Bachelor’s 
Degree
X



Source:  Fink (2017)



Transfer helps students complete their bachelor’s degree! 

Source:  National Student Clearinghouse (2017)

Utah = 44%



Transfer Student Myth #3

Transfer Students are 
Inadequately Prepared for 

UniversityX



Nationally representative data show NO DIFFERENCE in bachelor’s degree 
attainment between community college transfers and 4-Year rising juniors.

Source: Melguizo, Kienzl, & Alfonso (2011) 



Transfer Student Myth #4

Transfer Outcomes are EquitableX



Inequitable Transfer Access

Nationally representative data 1970s, 80s, & 90s: 

• Black, low-SES, female, and older community college students less likely to 

transfer than their counterparts (Dougherty & Kienzl, 2006; Lee & Frank, 

1990; Velez & Rajshekhar, 1987)

• Racial Transfer Gap (Crisp & Nunez, 2014)

• 45% of White CC students transfer

• 32% of Black and Latinx CC students transfer



Transfer Student Myth #5

Transfer Students Don’t Lose 
Much Credit When They 

TransferX



Credit Loss: On average, students lose 22% of community college credits when 
they transfer.

Source: Government Accountability Office (2017)


